991 then be 28 mmHg, but Pco2 only 7.5 mmHg. Is
high altitude characterized more by extreme hypocapnia with only modest hypoxiaunlike most clinical conditions? The achievement of Messner and Habeler in climbing Everest without oxygen in 1978 is analysed in some detail.
This book would be valuable for any medical school library, and could well be the starting point for any thesis concerned with hypoxia. The only major criticism unfortunately is that the index is inadequate for such a wide-ranging symposium. DAVID A simple text beneath each illustration summarizes the procedure, and line diagrams at the beginning of each chapter show the physiology of each anomaly. The method, as seen through the eyes of a meticulous cardiac surgeon, is effective. The good colour printing accounts for the high cost of the slim volume. Indeed, the surgical steps are so well illustrated and many operations look so easy that the reviewer (a cardiologist) feels tempted to try them! Unfortunately the photography is not uniformly excellent and some illustrations are very 'rosy' and without contrast, looking like those slides often shown by surgeons where blood, fingers and retractors predominate. Another problem is that, in illustrating progressive steps, there are repeated illustrations of pipes and clamps in the forefront and the important operation site is much smaller and not always very clear. It would have been better to enlarge the part where the actual suturing is performed rather than to continue showing the same pieces of 'steel'. The diagrams are good until the addition of red and blue arrows which make them appear unclear.
Perhaps the most irritating feature of this book are the large areas of blank spaces which could have been beneficially filled with simple notes on surgical 'caveats' or problems encountered. Some additions such as closing the Blalock. shunt with clips or ligatures, the appearance of aberrantly placed coronary branches across the right outflow and better illustrations of the aortic valve pathology would have been helpful. This is a useful book for all those interested in surgery for congenital heart disease and with its 'real life' pictures gives an excellent introduction for surgeons, anaesthetists and physicians involved in the management of these anomalies. Any library which provides for this group should have a copy. Advances'. These include methods of diagnosis and the use of electrocoagulation and photocoagulation. The surgical considerations are not particularly well dealt with; perhaps this is not surprising when so much is being done by conservative methods, but it does leave a gap in the book. The section on oesophageal problems is engagingly written in plain language, suggesting that most problems can be diagnosed by listening carefully to the patient. There is some very useful up-to-date information about endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatographic examination (ERCP), and this section is particularly commended. The section on colonoscopy contains little that is new, though there is an interesting reference to the variability of diagnoses by different pathologists in lesions of the cervix! This book, which is concerned only with the diagnosis of endocrine disorders, has been divided into three main categories. The first gives an overview of methodology, the second deals with the pathophysiology of endocrine disorders and appropriate investigations and the third gives detailed protocols of dynamic tests. Although this book with authors from different parts of the world has successfully avoided the parochial approach, the variation in details of tests in different centres probably limits the usefulness of the detailed protocols, particularly in the UK where the handbook 'Specialised Assay Services for Hospital Laboratories' produced by the British Supraregional Assay Service already fulfils this function.
There are many excellent contributions, but the design of the book has resulted in no less than 47 chapters, some of no more than two or three pages, which makes it rather disjointed and repetitive. I did, however, like the concept of including sections on placental hormone disorders, laparoscopy, photography, chromosome analysis and visual fields. There were very few references after 1981, in spite of the claim to be completely up to date, and also a number of errors in spellings, references (chapter 28), and legends to figures. The most notable of these was the transposition of male and female desirable weights on pages 6 and 7.
This book has much to commend it although I feel it has not quite succeeded in its intention of being suitable for use in the clinic rather than the library, and its cost may well inhibit the individual purchaser.
W VAN Sufficient knowledge of the early stages of human tumours is now available to establish definitions, guidelines or rules of management. In some chapters these are set out, but there are still many grey areas, including semantics (must we persist with intestinal 'adenomatous polyps' when we agree that they are neoplastic adenomas?) and the vexed question of hyperplasia, dysplasia and carcinoma-in-situ in glandular epithelium. Chapters on the prostate and endometrium grapple with the atypical hyperplasia problem. The editor describes this book as an interim appraisal of the evolution of morphological lesions, and it is a useful milestone along the long road towards the recognition and treatment of early human cancer. It can usefully be read in conjunction with Burghardt and Holzer's 'Minimal Invasive Cancer' (W B Saunders, 1982) , which covers some of the same ground, and other collective works will follow before we get near the end of the road; this one is an interesting and valuable guidebook to carry us on our way. As yet, transplantation from mismatched family donors are not very encouraging, despite various alterations in procedures and the relatively recent arrival of the drug cyclosporin A, used successfully in the prevention of graft-versus-host disease. As mentioned by the editor, we need to positively identify those patients who will benefit from the transplantation and hopefully to extend its availability safely. It would be of enormous value to select the 10-15% of patients with acute myeloid leukaemia who achieve a very long first remission, thus avoiding transplant.
This book is divided into 11 sections covering aplastic anaemia to fetal liver transplantation, with extensive coverage of graft-versus-host disease and autotransplantation for certain haematological malignancies and solid tumours. The latter subject may well have a very farreaching application in the future. The majority of papers are well presented although some lack an abstract, and the index is adequate but not extensive. The contents are drawn from many centres throughout the world and contributions are obtained from some distinguished authors.
This book should be in all major transplant centres as a reference at least until the next symposium, presumably about 1986! H M CLINK
Consultant Haematologist Royal Marsden Hospital, London

